
MERCURY - JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2022 VOLUME 39, ISSUE 5

1COTSWOLD ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY

Newsletter of the
Cotswold Astronomical Society

MERCURY

James Webb Space Telescope Launches
Ariane 5 with the James Webb Space Telescope launches from ELA-3 in French Guiana.

Credit: ESA
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Editors Spot

Ihope everyone had an excellent Christmas and a Good NewYear. A nice Christmas present was the successful launch of the
James Webb Space Telescope on top of an Ariane 5 rocket. It is
now heading towards the L2 Lagrange point where gravity is

balanced, so the telescope can point with great accuracy, and is far
enough away from the Earth that interference is minimised. Since launch the
sun-shield and antennae have been deployed successfully. Fingers crossed the
rest of the deployment will go well and we will get first light images before too
long.

I am not sure how good 2021 was for observing. I certainly did a lot less in 2021
compared to 2020. Although there have been a few clear nights over the past
couple of months, they have often been at not convenient times for observing. I
hope maybe 2022 will be better, though its not been the best of starts.

I thought I should let you know that I intend to pass on the Editors pen at the
AGM and stand down. Having just retired we hope to return to Scotland at some
point in 2022 and so it would be best for someone local to be the editor. I expect
to continue to be a member and send some reports from the darker skies ‘up
North’. It might be a good time to review what the Society does with Mercury - it
has to be said that we don't get a huge number of contributions and I wonder how
many members actually read Mercury? This month's issue is rather thin I am
afraid. Times do change, though, so maybe we should do something differently. If
you have any thoughts about Mercury perhaps you could let Neil (our
coordinator) know. But if you might be interested in becoming the editor, and
want to find out more about what is involved, please just get in touch.

Clear, dark skies,

Callum
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By the time you are reading this,
Christmas and New Year will be well

behind us. Sadly, it doesn’t look like
Covid will be behind us any time soon.
I do hope that you all had an enjoyable
Christmas time and New Year. At least it
was less restricted than the previous year!

With the rapid spread of the new Omicron
variant of Covid, it does not look as if we
will be able to return to face to face
meetings as soon as I would have hoped.
Our next two meetings will still have to
be via Zoom. While I accept that this is
far from ideal, and not as enjoyable as
meeting together in the Hall, I do hope
that many members will continue to join
those meetings. It is much more
encouraging for a speaker to see that
many people are interested in what they
have to say, rather than just a handful. So
please do your best to join in as many as
you can.

Shurdington Hall has had a bit of a
makeover in terms of its audio-visual
apparatus. I look forward to you all being
able to sample the new system. There is a
large fixed screen and state of the art
sound system fitted. The data projector is
fixed in the ceiling and all part of the
service. It should make it easy for
speakers to connect their laptop to the
system and give a good presentation.

Comet Leonard did not, unfortunately,
produce the spectacular display we had
hoped for here in the northern
hemisphere, although it seems to be
doing a little better now in the southern
hemisphere. Let’s hope the next bright
comet puts on a better display for us.

The planets Jupiter and Saturn are now
well past their best for viewing, although
the oppositions were still quite low in the
sky anyway. Furthermore, the recent dull

and cloudy weather throughout
December didn’t help either.

While it may feel like we are treading
water, waiting to get back to meeting
together, I do hope you will maintain
your enthusiasm for the Society and
continue to support us in 2022. I am
sure you would want me to thank all
your committee members for
maintaining the Society throughout
these very difficult times over the past
couple of years. They have done great
work and have been a great support to
me as Coordinator, and I thank them
deeply for all their help. It is all too easy
to take these people for granted, and I
do hope that other Society members
might come forward to offer support and
ease the burden. Please let me know if
you can help in any way. For example, if
you know of anyone who might be able
to produce a good talk, then pass that on
to Rachel, our events organiser, or to me.
If you have any IT skills or interest in
helping with Mercury, we would love to
hear from you. Please do get involved
where possible.

I wish you all a very happy year ahead
and hope that the pandemic will soon
melt away and let us all meet together
again very soon.

A happy New Year to you all.

Neil Havard (Coordinator)

Coordinators Report
By Neil Havard
(Coordinator)
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The next couple of months only has a
few notable events, sadly.

January

7th:Mercury at greatest elongation. East
(19.2 degrees)

12th: Mercury and Saturn 3 degrees
apart very low in the south-west at
sunset.

13th: The asteroid 7 Iris is at opposition

18th: Potentially Hazardous Asteroid
(7482) 1994 PC1 makes a close approach
(less than 2 million km). At about
magnitude 10 it should be visible with
binoculars in Ursa Minor for 18:00 to
22:00. (see chart below)

Phases of the Moon: 9th - 1st quarter,
18th - full, 25th - last quarter

February

4th: Saturn in conjunction with the Sun
and not visible

16th:Mercury at greatest elongation.
West (26.3 degrees)

18th: Should be a good time to look west
after sunset to see the Zodiacal Light
over the next two weeks.

Phases of the Moon: 1st - New, 8th - 1st
quarter, 16th - full, 23rd - last quarter

March

2nd: Saturn 0.7 degrees north of Mercury

3rd: Asteroid Psyche at opposition

5th: Jupiter in conjunction with the Sun
and not visible

Phases of the Moon: 2nd New

Dates For Your Diary
By Callum Potter

Full chart at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/(7482)_1994_PC1
By Tomruen - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0,

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=64262830
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Neil Havard - NGC1365 using i-telescope. 20" Planewave reflector based
at Siding Spring observatory in New South Wales. The image is a
composite of four photos, each 6 minutes long. The images are
luminance, then red, green, and blue filters. The images were then
stacked and edited using Pixinsight. NGC 1365 is a Barred Spiral in the
constellation of Fornax and lies about 56 million light years away.

Janes Weightman - Sun
in white light on 2022
Jan 7. Nikon Coolpix
P1000 camera zoomed
in with solar filter.

Members

Photos
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Janes Weightman

Orion colour star trails. 3 minute
exposure using "star trails" setting
of Nikon Coolpix P1000 camera.
Some saturation enhancement in
Photoshop. Note the red
Betelguese

Janes Weightman

Dec 8, 2021 - 5am this
morning observed Comet
Leonard. Stack of 6 x 2
second images using fast
(f/1.2) 85mm lens on
Canon DSLR camera. One
of the images happened to
contain a perfectly framed
meteor trail!
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Officers of the Society
Contact forms are available on the
society website under About /
Committee / Contact Us.

• Neil Havard – Co-ordinator
• Malcolm Mitchell - Membership

Secretary

• Paul Broadhead – Treasurer
• Events Organiser - Rachel Coburn
• Callum Potter - Mercury Editor
• Dave Miller - temporary Website

Manager
• Sue Kear – Secretary
• Susan Snow - Observing Director

NOTICE BOARD Society Meetings
Coming Up

8 January - Kate Earl
(Wessex AS) - “Secret
Stowaways”

12 February - Stephen
Tonkin - subject TBC

12 March - TBC

9 April - AGM

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE
Contributions for Mercury
are really welcome. Pictures,

sketches, observations, short or
long articles - please send them
in! Don’t worry if you don't think
you are very erudite. Email the
editor at:
mercuryeditor@cotswoldas.org.uk

I f you have any short news, requests, buy or
sell items that you would like to pass onto

members either use the Forum on the society
website, or send to the editor to appear on

this notice board.

mailto:

