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Coordinator’s Report: 2021
A year ago, we had just entered lockdown and I had hoped that by this time we would be meeting
in person again. Sadly, the pandemic has been worse than we thought and no face to face
meetings have been possible. However, we have adapted the Society and produced regular Zoom
meetings online. I am happy to report that these have been very well attended, often averaging
around 40 members in attendance. These figures are very similar to the numbers we regularly
had attending meetings in the hall. While this is no substitute for face to face meetings and talks,
we have managed to keep the Society going throughout, albeit in a slightly different form. I am
grateful to all the members who have joined in these meetings, and hope that you will continue to
do so.
We have had a number of very good speakers throughout the year, including the delayed talk from
Chris Lintott, who freely gave a lot of his valuable time to us that evening. I am very grateful to all
those who have given talks for the way they have adapted to the difficult circumstances of the past
year.
It is still too early to give a definite answer to the question of when we can return to meetings in
the hall, although it is not likely to be before the summer. I will keep members informed as soon
as we have any relevant information.
It is good to see that some members continue to engage in astro-photography and produce great
images, not only for the competition, but also for Mercury throughout the year. We all enjoy
these, and I urge members to continue supplying them to the editor.
Our AGM this year had to be another virtual meeting online, but I do hope that future meetings
can be face to face again.
I must thank all the Committee members for all the work and support they have given to the
Society throughout the year. I am sure you can appreciate that there is still a lot of administration
that goes on behind the scenes, and I thank the committee for the help they have given me this
year, along with thanking them on behalf of all the membership.
I do hope that we can all meet again properly before the year is out. In the meantime, I hope you
all remain fit and well.
Neil Havard (Coordinator)
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2021 Treasurer’s Report
I’d like to begin my treasurer’s report with thanks to the previous treasurer Rod Salisbury. The
excellent preparation by Rod made the handover relatively straight forward for me. He has
continued to help with my questions providing useful advise all year. This is also my first year on
the CAS committee and I am very grateful to the other committee members for their warm
welcome.
Now to the accounts. Income from subscription renewals is slightly up from last year, and from
new members slightly down. Apart from the extraordinary donation we received last year, our
income for this year compares well. To facilitate our virtual meetings, we did purchase a single
year subscription to Zoom at a cost of £144, but with no room hire, and little by way of speaker
fees and other costs, our expenditure this year is much reduced. Together this means that we end
the year with £907 excess of income over expenditure.
We maintain our contingency funds for sudden expenditure and insurance excess at £1000 and
£250 respectively. We have also put aside a further £200 toward eventual replacement of our
projector as stated last year.
At the end of the financial year, as a result of the surplus and funds put aside, our day-to-day
operating fund stands at just over £3820. Backed up by our contingency funds, this means that
the Society remains in good financial health.
Paul Broadhead
CAS Treasurer
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CAS Website
The website is currently being maintained with invaluable help from CAS member Andrew
Courtman, to control the number of hacking attacks that continue to occur. The number of access
attempts for 2021 so far were 16 in March, 19 in February and 17 in January. This compares to 37
in March 2020, 64 in Feb 2020 and 33 in Jan 2020. The continued decline in number of attacks
is almost certainly due to the concerted permanent blocking action. No attacks have ever been
successful in accessing the website.
Currently there are no statistics available to judge the overall performance of the website in terms
of usage. However, it has been noted that just over half of members of CAS have registered as
members on the website but few access it on a regular basis. No members have reported any
issues accessing Mercury and the latest edition continues to be available publicly.
As a means of communicating with members, the website should be seen as the primary way of
achieving this, supported by regular occasional emails about events. Members are encouraged to
check the website regularly to keep up-to-date with any latest news or forthcoming club events.
The committee has asked in the past, but if members would like more features from the website,
please contact the webmaster or any committee member.
An additional initiative that has been created recently is the Discord instant messaging facility,
managed by the Webmaster. Since the forums on the website have never seemed to appeal to
members, the addition of this communication channel now provides a private means for members
to communicate with each other, one-to-one or in groups. Several sub-channels for groups have
been created, such as visual astronomy, astro-photography, radio astronomy, telescopes and
several regional viewing groups. 27 members have so far signed up to the channel and some
useful discussions have taken place. The more that join, the more useful it will be. It also has the
advantage of being available as an app for phones as well as desktop PCs. It is hoped that this
facility will encourage a lot more member interaction between meetings, when held either online
or even when we return to the hall. To join the Discord group, please use the link given in the
recent email to all members. Since this is a members-only facility the link should not be publicly
disclosed.
Dave Miller
CAS Webmaster

Mercury
There have been six issues of the society magazine Mercury in the past year. In an effort to
encourage people to download and read the magazine the current issue is now directly available
on the website.
Many thanks to all those that have submitted articles and pictures for inclusion. More articles and
would be appreciated.
Callum Potter
Mercury Editor
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